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      November 2008 
Dear Friends, 
 
Our 2008 Africa Partners CME conference was held from September 
22nd  through 25th.  We had the largest conference faculty ever, with  
44 faculty from the US (Americans and Ghanaians) and 24 from 
Africa.  We also had the largest attendance ever.  The conference 

Administrator from Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital (our host) had planned for 150 people on the first day. By 
lunchtime, he had registered 250 conference attendees, and this created a bit of a problem for the hotel 
catering. It was our first conference at the Golden Tulip Hotel, Kumasi that opened in January this year.  
Having this many ‘firsts’ created challenges, but these were eclipsed by the success of the conference.  
 On the first 3 days of the conference, we were surprised to find that at 5pm, the conference rooms were 
still nearly in full attendance. We had anticipated that most people would leave by mid-afternoon.  We had 
maximum participation in the workshops.  The Advanced Cardiac Life Support two-day training session was a 
great success. Jim and Marci Newcome, the trainers, were overwhelmed with a sense of fulfillment.  

Jim said, “When we teach this course, people leave as soon as we hand them their certificates.  In 
Kumasi, we handed them the certificates, and they sat back down in their seats. We told them—we are done, 
you can leave, but they said - we do not want to go. This has never happened before.”  Jim and Marci are 
looking forward to going back to set up an American Heart Association Advanced Cardiac Life Support training 
center at the newly opened Accident and Emergency Center at Komfo Anokye next year. 

The new conference facility at Golden Tulip, Kumasi was a beautiful setting, and was much larger than 
our previous conference location. However, we still ran out of room for the workshops! We had to turn people 
away from the abdominal ultrasound training workshops because there was not even standing room. 
Unfortunately, one workshop had to be held in the reception area because there was no room “at the inn”.   
As usual, the attendees provided the greatest insight into the impact of the conference: 

·  As a solo doctor in a remote part of Northern Ghana, my chances for CME are limited. Last year, the 
information on HIV and hepatitis helped me educate my staff.  This year, I hope to start programs to teach 
direct cervical visualization to my mid-wives. 

·  I have been able to teach others who were not at the conference. 
·  Doctors who took part in previous CME conferences are the core of doctors doing scans in their hospitals. 
·  I used information from hepatitis talks last year to help educate staff at my hospital. 
·  House officers (interns) who have attended are better able to resuscitate babies. 
·  I was able to diagnose prostate cancer in my father-in-law! CME is very important! 
·  I have encouraged other doctors and church members to assess their cardiovascular risk. 
·  With more funds, extend the conference to other sub-regions of Africa. 
·  Extend the time to six days.  Have more of these conferences. 
Although we cannot meet all the health needs of Africa, with your prayers and support, financial and otherwise, 
we can improve the skills of some who will pass on the knowledge, multiply the impact of these conferences, 
and prevent needless death on 
the African continent. Thank you 
for all your help and support for 
this effort. 
 
Blessings, 

 
The AP-Medical Team 
 
 
 

 

Some members of the 2008 AP -Medical team  


